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To significantly contribute to the attainment of the goals and
aspirations of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) through inter-parliamentary cocperation, ASEAN
parliamentarians formed the ASEAN Infer-Farliamentary
Organization or AIPO on Ind September 1977. In a move
towards establishing @ more effective and closely integrated
institution, AIPO transformed itself from an organization info
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SINGAPORE COUNTRY REPORT 
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Singapore has maintained its status as a relatively drug-free society and continues to adopt a firm stand against drug trafficking. 

DRUG SITUATION

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Despite the Republic’s vulnerability to the drug scourge due to its close proximity to the Golden Triangle, tough laws and vigorous enforcement have kept the local drug situation under control.  
Abuse Situation

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
1,883 drug abusers were arrested in 2009 as compared to 1,925 in 2008. The drug abusers arrested were confined mainly to repeat abusers, who made up 71% of total abusers arrested. 
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
553 new abusers were arrested in 2009, compared to 508 in 2008.  They formed 29% of total abusers arrested in 2009 as compared to 26% in 2008. 

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
With the classification of buprenorphine as a controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act in Aug 2006, the Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) has enhanced enforcement against buprenorphine abuse. This has since enabled us to control the buprenorphine abuse situation in Singapore. Therefore, unlike in 2007 when buprenorphine abusers made up the majority of drug abusers arrested, the drug abuse trend reverted to years prior to 2007 where heroin drug abusers made up the majority of drug abusers arrested. Specifically, heroin abusers made up the largest proportion at 57% in 2009.  Buprenorphine accounted for 7% of drug abusers arrested in 2009, down by more than half from 19% in 2008. 
Trafficking Situation

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
The drug traffickers in Singapore generally operate on a small scale with the majority of them trafficking drugs in small amounts. The drug traffickers in Singapore are mostly small bands of people who come together to traffic drugs and their association with each other is often loosely based on friendship or mutual gain. They generally rely mainly on traditional methods of transactions involving cash and drug exchange between the seller and buyer.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Syndicated drug trafficking activities have also been kept in check by rigorous and effective enforcement conducted by CNB.  As such, these syndicates are comparatively less sophisticated and structured when compared to organised drug syndicates or cartels in some countries.  CNB’s sustained enforcement efforts resulted in the break-up of 28 drug syndicates in 2009.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Illicit drugs are mainly brought into Singapore via the land route. They are usually found hidden on the person, although for some of the larger drug seizures, the drugs had been found hidden in the specially constructed compartments of motor vehicles.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
The number of drug traffickers arrested for the unauthorised importation or exportation of drugs across our national borders has remained relatively small over the years. For the year 2009, 175 such drug traffickers were arrested and the drugs seized from them included about 2.47kg of ketamine, 2.33kg of cannabis, 1.59kg of ‘Ice’, 14.39kg of heroin, 11,315 Nimetazepam tablets and 2,182 ‘Ecstasy’ and 630 Subutex tablets.
HARM REDUCTION

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Every State has the sovereign right to choose its own political, economic, social and legal systems based on what is in their own best interest.  We respect that diversity for differences.  We recognise that the drug situation in every country is unique and we respect other countries’ decision to employ whatever strategies they deem suitable to deal with the issues they face.  

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Singapore does not advocate harm reduction measures (opioid substitution therapy such as methadone or buprenorphine substitution therapy, needle/syringe exchange programmes or drug consumption rooms) as they condone and facilitate drug taking and contradict with our national values.  We do not take the position that the drug problem is unsolvable and we do not accept ‘drug peace’ which involves learning to live with drug abuse.  We view drug addiction as a socio-behavioural problem rather than a medical condition.  Singapore’s previous experience with prescribing Subutex (a brand name for buprenorphine), introduced in 2002 to help drug abusers wean off their heroin addiction, taught us that substitution drugs are highly susceptible to abuse when addicts simply transfer their addition to the legally prescribed substitution drug.  The experience also led to the rise of a needle culture which we did not see even at the height of the heroin abuse problem in the 1970s.  Needles were strewn in public places such as staircases and playgrounds, posing a health hazard.  The media also highlighted Subutex-related deaths and amputations resulting from gangrene due to intravenous drug use.  Thus buprenorphine, the active ingredient in Subutex, was made a Class A controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act on 14th Aug 2006.  Similarly, methadone has been a Class A controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act, since prior 1973.

ANTI-DRUG STRATEGY

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
We are in favour of harm prevention, which undergirds our zero-tolerance policy on drugs.  We agree that drug policies based wholly or mainly on enforcement are not sufficient to solve the drug problem.  As such, Singapore adopts an integrated multi-agency and multi-pronged approach comprising a high-profile preventive education, vigorous enforcement to arrest addicts and traffickers swiftly, treatment and rehabilitation to reform the addicts, and aftercare to reintegrate reformed addicts back into society.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Our approach has been validated by practical success; Singapore today is a relatively drug-free society with the drug situation under control.    Since 1994, as a result of the adoption of our integrated strategy, the number of drug abusers arrested has decreased significantly as compared to 16 years ago.  The number of drug abusers arrested has fallen more than 69% since 1994 to 1,883 in 2009.
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
CNB co-operates actively with foreign law enforcement agencies on a bilateral basis. Such co-operation can range from the exchange of information and intelligence to joint investigations and operations. Much of CNB's success in fighting drugs would not have been possible without such bilateral co-operation. 

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
CNB works closely with the US Drug Enforcement Administration, the Australian Federal Police, and regional drug law enforcement agencies. It also maintains liaison contacts with the International Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL) and the World Customs Organisation’s Regional Intelligence Liaison Office (RILO), Asia and the Pacific office.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Singapore is party to all three multilateral Conventions aimed at fighting the drug problem, namely, the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances and the 1988 Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. 

CONCLUSION

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Illicit drugs continue to be a world-wide concern and Singapore is not isolated from it. To ensure that the drug problem remains well-contained, Singapore will remain vigilant and sustain our vigorous drug enforcement and preventive drug education efforts. Singapore will also continue to forge closer co-operation and work with our partners and the community to combat drug trafficking on both the domestic and global fronts. 
CENTRAL NARCOTICS BUREAU
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One ASEAN Vision
The 7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact-Finding Committee (AIFOCOM) �to Combat the Drug Menace �22 – 25 Apr 2010


Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam














