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I.
INTRODUCTION

A. Illegal Drugs
The problem of illegal drugs in the Philippines continues to pose a significant threat to national security.  On January 2009, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo directed law enforcement agencies to wage a fiercer war against illegal drugs.

The primary drug in the Philippines is Methamphetamine Hydrochloride, followed by Marijuana, Cocaine and Ecstasy.  The Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB) estimated that there are 6.7 million drug users in a survey in 2004-06.
To further compound illegal drug problems, West African Drugs Syndicates (WADS) continue to persist in establishing operations in the Philippines.  They recruit Filipinos, especially Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) to smuggle cocaine and heroin in and out of the country.

B. Methamphetamine Hydrochloride

Since the year 2000 up to the present time, bulk trading of methamphetamine hydrochloride (the drug of choice of most Filipinos), locally known as “shabu”, continues with the Philippines as a trans-shipment point to Japan, Australia, the United States and some European countries.  Local production of shabu is the major focus of local drug syndicates which was evident in the nine (9) shabu laboratories and warehouses raided and dismantled by the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) and other law enforcement agencies in 2009.  In December 2009, a total of 88.87 kilos of shabu was recovered in Aurora Province, with an estimated street value of 600 million pesos.  In the first quarter of 2010, two (2) more clandestine drug laboratories were dismantled.

C. Marijuana

For the year 2009, a total of 186 marijuana plantation sites were destroyed, with an estimated street value of 630.76 million pesos.

In January 2010, the biggest marijuana plantation operation in the tri-boundaries of the Northern Luzon provinces of Benguet, La Union and Ilocos Sur was eradicated, resulting in the destruction of fully grown marijuana plants, seedlings and seeds with an estimated street value of 1.39 billion pesos.

D. Cocaine

In December 2009, drug enforcement agencies seized sixteen (16) kilos of high grade cocaine in Davao City in the Southern Philippines, with a street value of 112 million pesos.  A mother load of 200 kilos of cocaine was also recovered along the shorelines of Samar Province with a street value of 400 million pesos.

E. Operations, Arrests and Cases Filed

In 2009, a total of 8,810 anti-drug operations were conducted which resulted in the arrest of 8,468 personalities and 7,253 cases filed in court.
II.
DRUG ENFORCEMENT

A. Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002



(Republic Act No. 9165)

Enacted into law in June 2002, Republic Act No. 9165 otherwise known as the “Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002” laid down an extensive legal framework for drug enforcement in the Philippines.  The law imposes stiffer penalties for drug related crimes and allows for more concrete courses of action for the national anti-drug campaign.  The law mandates drug abuse education in schools, the establishment of Provincial Drug Education Centers, development of drug free workplace programs and other demand reduction strategies.

B. Administrative Order No. 279

On February 8, 2010, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo issued Administrative Order No. 279, creating an inter-agency task force for the prevention of Filipinos from being used as drug couriers by international drug trafficking syndicates.

C. Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA)

The PDEA is the lead counternarcotics agency.  It is the chief implementor of the “National Anti-Drug Strategy” formulated by the Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB).  The strategy is executed by the “National Anti-Drug Program of Action” which contains provisions for counternarcotics law enforcement, drug treatment and prevention and internal cooperation in counternarcotics.

D. Operation “Private Eye”
To encourage “whistle blowers” on illegal drugs, the PDEA through the provision of the Presidential Anti-Graft Fund, put up a 1 billion peso fund to finance a reward system.  A Rewards Committee was formed to ensure that only qualified informants will be accorded monetary remunerations.  As a result, reward money totaling 32.6 million pesos has been awarded to 65 informants who provided information that led to successful anti-drug operations.

E. Court Watch Project

To ensure the speedy prosecution of drug cases, the PDEA created a PDEA Special Legal Action Group (SLAG)/legal retainers to provide legal assistance to operations units.  These legal retainers helped in greatly ensuring successful prosecution of cases against drug personalities.  The SLAG ensured proper documentation of all case folders to make sure that the cases would stand in court.  SLAG also prepared law enforcers for court duties through a moot court.  In addition, the SLAG also facilitated the issuance of commitment orders for detainees and court orders for the destruction of drug evidence no longer needed in court.
F. Establishment of Evidence Storage and Destruction Facilities

In support of the PDEA mandate to take custody of all drug evidences for proper disposition, a PDEA storage facility was established, which will also eventually house the K-9 unit of the agency.

A portable incinerator is also scheduled to be acquired to enable PDEA to facilitate the destruction of drug evidence upon issuance of a court order.

III.
DEMAND REDUCTION

A. Preventive Education

As of date, the PDEA has sustained its preventive education campaign through the conduct of 6,605 lectures/seminars and attended 2,624 meetings/conferences in both domestic and foreign venues.
B. Building Strategic Partnerships
The PDEA continues to work and coordinate closely with other law enforcement agencies such as the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI), Philippine National Police (PNP), and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), as well as other foreign anti-narcotics agencies such as the United States Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) to build and sustain strong local inter-agency ties.
C.       Harm Reduction

           There are forty five (45) Department of Health (DOH)  accredited drug abuse treatment and rehabilitation centers in the Philippines. The primary mode of treatment is the therapeutic community approach.  Other modes of drug abuse treatment such as Methadone Substitution Treatment is not used due to the fact that the major addiction drugs in the Philippines; Methamphetamine Hydrochloride (shabu), Marijuana and Ecstasy, do not fall under the drugs counteracted  by methadone treatment. 

III        LEGAL  FRAMEWORK
      
The legislative framework  to address drug abuse in the Philippines is in place as provided for by Republic Act No. 9165, “The Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002”. It laid down an extensive legal framework for drug enforcement. The law imposes stiffer penalties and allows for more concrete courses of action for the National Anti Drugs Campaign.
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