welcome REMARKS
by Honorable Nguyen Van Son, 
Chair of the Committee for Foreign Affairs, 
National Assembly of Viet Nam 
at the 7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact Finding Committee 
to Combat the Drug Menace (AIFOCOM – 7)
(Ho Chi Minh City, 23-24 April 2009)

H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, Vice-President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam,

Honorable Pham Phuong Thao, Chairperson of Ho Chi Minh City’s People’s Council, 

Distinguished guests,


Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam takes the great pleasure to host the “7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace” from 22 to 25 April 2010 in Ho Chi Minh City. First of all, I would like to extend the warmest welcome to distinguished delegates from AIPA member parliaments, as well as international and Vietnamese guests. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Drug is the menace of countries and peoples around the world; one of the key root causes of crimes and social evils as well as HIV/AIDS widespread infection. Drug-related crimes continue to see complicated and unceasingly sophisticated developments and traffickers take advantage of the globalization to expand their productions and trading activities. This type of crime tends to increase their contacts with other perilous crimes including money laundering, weapons smuggling, establishment of transnational organized criminal groups, financing terrorism and acts of violence. Consequences caused by drug-related crimes are social instability, serious threats to economic development and social security. We welcome and highly appreciate achievements made by the international community since the 1998 United Nations General Assembly’s Special Session on Global Drug Control, especially efforts made by UN sectoral bodies in coordinating international drug control activities.

Be aware of the issue, implementing the agenda of the AIPA Chairmanship Year, the National Assembly of Viet Nam takes pleasure to host the 7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace (AIFOCOM – 7). This is the second time such meeting was held in Viet Nam since the first AIFOCOM ever hosted in 2002 by Viet Nam as the Chair of AIPO. We note with satisfaction that since then, drug combat has always drawn attention of AIPA member countries. AIFOCOM meetings have provided regional MPs with a forum to share information and experience in combating drug menace within the working agenda of member parliaments. Through such discussions, lessons learned which can be applied in each country include proposals to law making and improvement process and strengthening supervision over drug prevention, control and combat as well as recommendations to ASEAN member parliaments and governments to harmonize legal provisions among member countries in drug prevention and combat. 

This AIFOCOM takes place in Ho Chi Minh City – the largest economic and cultural hub in Southern Viet Nam. During your stay and participation in this meeting, I hope that you will have some time to witness the development in all aspects of life of this beautiful and dynamic city. This meeting also constitutes an important item of the working agenda for AIPA 31 Chairmanship assumed by the National Assembly of Viet Nam.

I am honored to take this opportunity to introduce distinguished guests and delegates to today’s opening ceremony, from the Vietnamese side: H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, Vice-President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Honorable Pham Thi Phuong Thao, Chairperson of Ho Chi Minh City’s People’s Council and other Vietnamese MPs from related committees of the National Assembly as well as representatives of leaders of Ministries, agencies and the Office of the National Assembly of Viet Nam; from international side: I would like to introduce representatives of international organizations, experts and officers working in drug prevention and combat. 

We are hopeful that all distinguished guests will fully participate in discussions with open, frank and candid attitude in order to make contributions to the success of this meeting and enrichment of AIPA activities. With that, once again, I would like to warmly welcome Heads of AIPA member delegations and countries’ MPs to Ho Chi Minh City. 

Now, I have the honor to call upon and introduce H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, Vice-President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to deliver her opening Speech.

Your Honorable, the floor is open for you.

Thank you very much. /.                   
