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The Beginning

The Implementations to eliminate the Narcotic Drug in Myanmar needs the analytical sense. Actually the opium is originated in the Mediterranean region, central Europe about 4000 BC. To Myanmar it reached the ports of Pathein and Thanlyin in southern Myanmar through India. After the opium war between colonialism and Monarchism, the habit of opium consumption and poppy cultivation prevailed and spread among the national races in eastern Myanmar adjacent to China. After annexation of the entire Myanmar in 1886, the British Colonialists legalized the cultivation of opium poppy in some areas in eastern Shan State and Kachin State and licensed opium dens and opium consumption. By the time of British evacuation from Myanmar, there had been 48211 registered opium addicts and 216 licensed opium dens. After Myanmar regained its Independence, measures were taken to eliminate the opium poppy within 5 years and laws suppressing the cultivation of opium poppy and opium dens were promulgated.  The elimination of the Narcotic Drug is not only the matter among law enforcement regimes, producers and consumers; sometimes it rose up to the political level. Thus the origin of Narcotic Drug in Myanmar could be considered originated from political mean.

The suppression of narcotic drugs is being enforced and implemented as a national duty and has also been designated as an objective of the Myanmar Police Forces. Myanmar Police forces has formed (26) Special Anti-Drug Squads that are assigned specific duties of suppression of narcotic drugs and responsible for implementation of the policy and plans laid down by Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control (CCDAC) chaired by Minister for Home Affairs.

The narcotic drugs seized by Myanmar Armed Forces, Police Forces and Special Anti-Drug Squads in the year 2007.
	Sr
	Type of drug
	cases
	Weight
	Unit

	1
	Opium
	417
	1273.9725
	kilo

	2
	Heroin
	724
	68.6798
	kilo

	3
	Morphine
	4
	1120.969
	kilo

	4
	Opium oil
	112
	563641
	kilo

	5
	Inferior opium
	178
	10472.204
	kilo

	6
	Marijuana
	147
	104.2722
	kilo

	7
	Stimulant tablets
	 439
	166141.5
	kilo

	8
	Speciosa
	90
	407.234
	kilo

	9
	Ephedrine
	8
	530.0285
	kilo

	10
	Pseudo-Ephedrine
	 1
	64.8
	kilo

	11
	Caffeine
	1
	102.55
	kilo

	12
	Ice
	1
	3.443
	kilo

	13
	Poppy seeds
	1
	8.7713
	kilo

	14
	Chemical powder
	 2
	3637.0685
	kilo

	15
	Stimulant powder
	5
	470.8349
	kilo

	16
	Failure register
	50
	-
	-

	17
	Others
	120
	-
	-

	18
	Diazepam tablets
	1
	8
	tablet

	19
	Zolan tablets
	1
	178
	tablet

	20
	tramadrol capsule
	 1
	13400
	tablet

	21
	Atephen
	1
	5000
	tablet

	22
	Ecstasy
	1
	2690
	tablet

	23
	Cough syrup(codeine)
	1
	0.095
	litre

	24
	Acetic anhydride
	-
	959.4643
	litre

	25
	Chemical liquid
	10
	9850.94576
	litre

	26
	Speciosa liquid
	 
	120
	litre

	27
	Buprenorphine injection
	2
	290
	vial

	28
	Sosegon injection
	
	1750
	vial

	29
	Morphine injection
	2
	7
	vial

	30
	Tramadrol injection
	
	750
	vial


Total cases

2380
Offender (Male)
2928

Offender (Female)
  673

Total Offenders
3599

Unit based (Kilo gram)
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The narcotic drugs seized by Myanmar Armed Forces, Police Forces and Special Anti-Drug Squads in the year 2008.
	Sr
	Type of drug
	cases
	Weight
	Unit

	1
	Opium
	510
	1463.3885
	kilo

	2
	Heroin
	725
	88.1278
	kilo

	3
	Morphine
	6
	206.0843
	kilo

	4
	Opium oil
	122
	80.1437
	kilo

	5
	Inferior opium
	177
	2452.7847
	kilo

	6
	Marijuana
	158
	170.1868
	kilo

	7
	Speciosa
	89
	308.5065
	kilo

	8
	Methamphetamine powder
	1
	3.8588
	kilo

	9
	Ephedrine
	6
	750.93
	kilo

	10
	Caffeine
	-
	1378.22
	kilo

	11
	Ice
	5
	15.8888
	kilo

	12
	Poppy seeds
	-
	16.33
	kilo

	13
	Chemical powder
	1
	1922
	kilo

	14
	Failure register
	19
	-
	-

	15
	Others
	48
	-
	-

	16
	Methamphetamine tablets
	534
	1102199
	tablet

	17
	Diazepam tablets
	1
	1000
	tablet

	18
	Zolan tablets
	5
	719
	tablet

	19
	Tramadrol
	2
	346
	tablet

	20
	Alprozolan
	3
	1748
	tablet

	21
	Ativin
	1
	10
	tablet

	22
	Flunitetrazepam
	1
	350
	tablet

	23
	Buprenorphine
	-
	20
	tablet

	24
	Ecstasy
	2
	108
	tablet

	25
	Cough syrup(codeine)
	1
	0.51
	litre

	26
	Acetic anhydride
	-
	1142
	litre

	27
	Chemical liquid
	9
	8193.45
	litre

	28
	Buprenorphine
	2
	220
	vial

	29
	Diazepam injection
	1
	2
	vial


Total cases

2429





Offender (Male)
3044

Offender (Female)
  729

Total Offenders
3773
Unit based (Kilo gram)
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The narcotic drugs seized by Myanmar Armed Forces, Police Forces and Special Anti-Drug Squads in the year 2009.
	Sr
	Type of drug
	cases
	Weight
	Unit

	1
	Opium
	475
	752.0395
	kilo

	2
	Heroin
	767
	1076.1290
	kilo

	3
	Opium oil
	112
	27.4792
	kilo

	4
	Inferior opium (low grade)
	123
	465.4277
	kilo

	5
	Speciosa
	122
	597.5046
	kilo

	6
	Ephedrine
	10
	1645.678
	kilo

	7
	Pseudo-Ephedrine
	 5
	3271.871
	kilo

	8
	Caffeine
	3
	1081.02
	kilo

	9
	Ice
	3
	124.3355
	kilo

	10
	Chemical powder
	 3
	1588.5
	kilo

	11
	Stimulant powder
	6
	339.15696
	kilo

	12
	Alprazolam
	5
	67835
	kilo

	13
	Brown Opium
	8
	325.7002
	kilo

	14
	Cannabis
	191
	284.6188
	kilo

	15
	Failure register
	28
	-
	-

	16
	Others
	36
	-
	-

	17
	Diazepam tablets
	5
	205298
	tablet

	18
	Tramadrol capsule
	 4
	7820
	capsule

	19
	Ativan
	-
	340
	tablet

	20
	Ecstasy
	1
	4.5
	tablet

	21
	Stimulant tablets
	 608
	23899156
	tablet

	22
	Cough syrup(codeine)
	2
	0.54293
	litre

	23
	Chemical liquid
	21
	27307.0444
	litre

	24
	Opium liquid
	2
	2.03
	litre

	25
	Buprenorphine injection
	4
	88
	vial

	26
	Morphine injection
	1
	21
	vial

	27
	Diazepam injection
	1
	5360
	vial

	28
	Ketamine injection
	2
	1500
	vial

	29
	Pethidine
	
	1850
	vial


Total cases

2548





Offender (Male)
3162

Offender (Female)
681

Total Offenders
3773

Unit based (Kilo gram)
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The Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Acts of 1974 was enacted during the era for eradication of poppy cultivation in eastern Shan State and frontier Areas administration committees were formed and study tours in northern Shan State were organized for international observers. Since then as it is required, occasionally the related international organizations and communities were allowed to conduct their inspection tours to those areas by the assistance of the authority concerned of Myanmar. With the assistance and cooperation of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control, crop substitution, education campaign, treatment on drugs and rehabilitation of drug addicts were carried out. From 1974 till 1988, narcotic drugs suppression activities were carried out with the assistance and contribution of US. In 1993 the State Law and Order Restoration Council promulgated the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances law and rules which were prepared on the basic of the provisions of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. The Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control, with the Minister for Home Affairs as Chairman and work Committee were formed. Simultaneously Drugs Abuse Control Committees for state, division, district, township, village tracts and ward levels were set up. 
To further strengthen the eradication of the narcotic drug eleven work committee were formed. Those are:

(1) Law Enforcement Supervisory Committee

(2) Law Enforcement Sector Committee

(3) Crop Substitution Sector Committee

(4) Livestock Breeding Sector Committee

(5) Medical Treatment Sector Committee

(6) Rehabilitation Sector Committee

(7) Committee on Sector for Educating Students and Youths

(8) Mass Media Sector Committee

(9) Administrative Committee for Disposal of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances

(10) International Relations Sector Committee

(11) Property Examination Committee

National Strategies for eradication of narcotic drugs are:

(1) To    designate  the  prevention  and   suppression of   narcotic  drugs   and 

Psychotropic Substances as a national responsibility and to carry out this responsibility with added momentum from all sides.

(2) To gradually eliminate poppy cultivation in line with the improvement of the socio-economic conditions of the national races in border areas.

The following three tactics have been adopted:

(1) Law Enforcement

(2) Supply Elimination

(3) Demand reduction

As the Law enforcement the Police Forces, the Customs Department, Special Anti-Narcotics Units and local authorities are taking the following measures

(1) Collection of baseline data on an annual poppy cultivation and drugs consumption.

(2) Destruction of poppy fields

(3) Destruction of opium refineries
Due to those endeavors, opium and heroin production has dramatically decreased but the efforts are still to be stepped up to prevent and eliminate the modern synthetic such as AST, Ketamine, ICE, Ecstasy which have taken place of opium and heroin. The elimination of narcotic drugs cannot be implemented by Myanmar itself alone. Thus Myanmar has been cooperating with neighboring countries in the sub-region by signing MoUs, treaties and agreements. Myanmar has been actively cooperating within Mekong Region-6 nations (China, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam and Myanmar) since 1993. In 1995, with technical assistance provided by the UNODC has been effectively implementing the Plan for Controlling of Narcotic Drugs in the Region. Myanmar signed bilateral agreement on cooperation to control and suppression drug abuse and drug trafficking with:

(1)
India


30 March 1995


(2)
Bangladesh

1 December 1994


(3)
Vietnam

12 March 1995


(4)
Russian Federation
22 January 1997


(5)
Laos


29 March 1997


(6)
The Philippines
15 October 1997


(7)
China


21 January 2001


(8)
Thailand

20 June 2001

Myanmar has been fulfilling the requirements contained in the Political Declaration, issued at the 20th UN General Assembly, special session on Narcotic Drugs, concerning with elimination of narcotic drugs, demand reduction and to effect more cooperation in law enforcement task. On 27 May 2006, Myanmar and China signed MoU on joint Satellite Remote Sensing and Monitoring of Opium Poppy Cultivation in Northern Area of Myanmar. As a result of the ground survey whenever poppy cultivation is detected, that said poppy fields were destroyed immediately. Because of the cooperation received from neighboring countries the work committee on law enforcement of Myanmar has become more adapt at collecting information and exposing crimes and gained expertise and experience. Prosecutions process of narcotic drugs cases could be carried out effectively in accord with the Control of Money Laundering Law that include the confiscation of the assets of criminals which led to the total collapse of the crime structure.
The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was formed by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1946 and it is the highest organ that lays down policy on narcotic drugs in accord with the procedures of United Nations. Myanmar was elected as a member of CND together with Iran, India, Laos, Lebanon, Malaysia, Thailand and UAE from Asian Region for a 4 year term started 1st January 2004 and ended in the year 2007.

Facing and combating the Narcotic Drugs came along with the history of Myanmar. There some salient points are obviously missing that Narcotic Drugs is not only the problem of Myanmar; it is a threat creating the social instability for human being. The Consequences are Money Laundering, armed smuggling, corruption, insurgencies and at last becoming the political issues. The spreading of Narcotic Drugs began with political rivalry between isms and still continuing so. Thus the eradication of Narcotic Drugs requires political wills that move the politic aside. Subsequently the factors such as economy, education and knowledge of the people involving in that business are necessarily needed to be considered as fundamentals. It is Noticeable that that business is mostly growing at the far-flung areas of a region and a country and the people there are not well educated. Because of the poor in economy and education, the Narcotic Drug became a traditional income source to support the families and accordingly is the easy money making process. Compact in handling and transportation and ration of the income to compare with regular merchandise are the key elements create favorable condition for crime syndicates. There is the evidence that the major capital inflows using to purchase arms and ammunitions by insurgencies around the world are mainly related with Narcotic drugs and later all of the circumstances have accumulated as political issues. Hence, the diversities in political interests sometimes hinder the eradication process of Narcotic Drugs. The local people living at those areas are committing in Narcotic Drugs is as simple as the living. In Myanmar, due to the tight control of Government, the production technique has been changed form opium based to chemical based and obviously the chemical industries of the country are not too much developed. To cope with the problem, the cooperation among the countries and assisting each others should be unconditional and political wills are also playing a vital role. Narcotic Drugs is not only the scourge and problem of Myanmar, but also of all the countries of the world. A single country striving on its own will not be successful. Myanmar is always ready to cooperate with the international community in the drive for eradication of Narcotic Drugs.
10 salient Points to eradicate the Narcotic Drugs
1. To clearly view the Narcotic Drugs as an major threat for human being 

2. The Economies of the people of  (country/countries/ regions) is vital

3. Cooperation in poverty reduction (Economic assistance)
4. Assistance in Financial aids

5. Exchange in information

6. Sharing in technology


7. Education ( including health)

8. Setting up the appropriate rehabilitation system

9. Effective use of aids

10. Strong political wills in cooperation






