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________________

Honourable Heads of delegation of AIPA member Parliaments,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the National Assembly of Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Honourable Mr. Nguyen Phu Trong, President of AIPA, President of National Assembly of Viet Nam and the Vietnamese people, I would like to warmly welcome parliamentarians of AIPA member countries, AIPA Special Observers and delegates at home and abroad to the 7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace (AIFOCOM-7). This meeting is organized from 22nd to 25th April, 2010 in Ho Chi Minh City.
It is the third AIPA's meeting that the Viet Nam National Assembly convenes during its AIPA Presidency 2009-2010 in following up the Conference on 'The role of Women Parliamentarians in the law making process' in October, 2009 and the Conference on 'Post-crisis period and sustainable development' in March, 2010. We hope that the organization of these meetings indicates not only the National Assembly of Viet Nam's responsibility as an AIPA's member but also Viet Nam's commitment to proactively participating in and adding more substance to the development of AIPA.

This meeting is organized in our heroic Ho Chi Minh City on the 35th anniversary of emancipation of Southern Viet Nam and national reunification. I hope that you will witness with your own eyes the prosperity, peace and hospitality of the City and its people. I wish you every success during your stay in Viet Nam.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Drug is an evil and has become a concern of countries at both national and international levels. Although globalization opened the door for socio-economic development, it brought about major challenges in the fight against drug in developing countries. ASEAN countries are facing difficulties in drug management, prevention and combat due to sophisticated measures and schemes of drug trafficking. That is why we are here to discuss and share information, experience and work out ways and means to combat the drug menace. It is important for us to build a legal framework on drug prevention and combat as well as discuss orientations for AIPA cooperation to make the AIFOCOM more effective.
Like other countries in the region and the world, Viet Nam is deeply aware of the harm of drug to each individual, community and society. Drug prevention and combat is such a burning issue that draws due attention of the whole Vietnamese society. The National Assembly has adopted the Law on drug prevention and combat in 2001 and the Amendment of this Law in 2008. The Vietnamese Government released guidance on implementation of the National Assembly's Laws and Resolutions, issued instructions on law enforcement concerning drug prevention and combat and established a National Committee on drug prevention and combat headed by a Deputy Prime Minister. Thanks to the comprehensive solutions, the effort of State agencies and provinces, the support and participation of all Vietnamese people and the assistance of international organizations, important progress has been made in preventing and fighting against drug in Viet Nam. However, drug issue still remains complicated with continued consequences that affect socio-economic development strategy, social order and security and future generations. Hence, Viet Nam is required to continue taking comprehensive measures that in line with practices in the organization of drug users' detoxification, health recovery, job creation and integration into community.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Within ASEAN cooperation, Viet Nam officially participated in the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drugs (ASOD) together with its membership to the Association in 1995. In 2000, the ASOD became a regional mechanism to realize the target of a drug-free ASEAN in 2015 as declared by member countries. Apart from effort to combat drug at home, Viet Nam worked with other ASEAN countries to develop a vision for a drug-free ASEAN in 2015 and chaired the conference on building ASEAN's Plan of Action and the MOU among Mekong Sub-regional countries to reduce drug use and production in the region.

At multilateral level, Viet Nam fully and proactively participated in the United Nations' cause of drug prevention and combat. Viet Nam ratified three international conventions on fighting against drug, including the UN's single Convention on Narcotic Drug in 1961, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances in 1971 and the Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in 1972. By ratifying these conventions, Viet Nam indicated its determination to fight against drug and usher in a series of international cooperation programs on drug prevention and combat. First of all, Viet Nam implemented its international commitments such as coordination in controlling pre-substances to produce drug, building legal documents, cooperation in combating drug crime, responsibility in publicizing and providing drug information and receiving international assistance, especially the UN's drug control program. In addition, bilateral cooperation in drug prevention and combat has been deepened as a task of great significance to combating drug in Viet Nam. 
Irrespective of encouraging outcomes in international cooperation in drug prevention and combat, challenges are still lying ahead for ASEAN countries. Illegal trafficking and using of substance to produce drugs grasp much of countries' concern. Transnational drug gangs including different nationalities, some of which are identified outside ASEAN, become major challenges for drug combat agencies and ASEAN Governments. Being fully aware of the transnational nature of this dangerous crime, ASEAN countries built cooperation programs in combating drug. The efficiency of these programs yet still remains limited due to differences in law and policies among ASEAN countries. 
I hope that our members of AIPA Parliaments and experts at home and abroad will have a chance to exchange views and share experience and practices in the law making of drug prevention and combat, the improvement of each country's legal system and policy and the recommendations to improve the AIFOCOM's effectiveness for a drug-free ASEAN. Our initiatives and recommendations will lay an important foundation for ASEAN law makers to build and improve legal documents with a view to heightening the community's awareness and effectively fighting against drug. We will make a Report to the 31st Assembly to be convened in Ha Noi this September.

With that in mind, I would like to declare open the 7th AIFOCOM Meeting.

May you be all healthy and our Meeting a successful one

Thank you very much.    
