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ASEAN Effort in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking

--------------------
Updated ASOD Activities
1. ASOD is well aware of the need to maintain a regional approach to addressing the drug problem. National actions are important but the multilateral approach to the cross border aspects of the problem, primarily data collection and analysis, cross-border cooperation, capacity building and training and regional frameworks for the control of precursors are best targeted through regional and multilateral mechanisms. The enormity of the problem and the interconnectedness of the direct and indirect causes and effects of drug abuse, trafficking and production must be addressed in ways to drastically reduce the drug challenges in the region.
2. The 30th Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug matters (ASOD) was convened on 29-30 September 2009 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The Meeting was Chaired by H.E. Lt. Gen. Moek Dara, Secretary General, National Authority for Combating Drugs and was attended by Senior Officials on Drugs Matters from the ASEAN Member States.
3. At the Meeting, Member States acknowledged that one of the key challenges facing ASEAN is the rapid emergence of new drugs such as Ketamine, the Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS) especially methamphetamine and ecstasy, as well as new modes of trafficking. The following general observations characterised the Country Reports from the Member States:

· Standardization of Rehabilitation treatment is needed;

· Bilateral, regional and cross border cooperation is instrumental;
· Opium production in Golden Triangle still remains as a threat to the regions;
· As trade and the trend of drugs trafficking and abuse is dynamic and evolving, the new change in drugs abuse  such as ATS, ecstasy etc. should be addressed aggressively;
· CSOs, INGOs and NGOs involvement in rehabilitation, reintegration and treatment should complement national and regional strategies; and Efficient and effective approaches in preventive measures need to be sustained.

4. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the ASOD Work Plan, which is officially entitled: “ASEAN Work Plan on Combating Illicit Drug Production, Trafficking, and use (2009-2015)” The Meeting noted the salient points of the Draft, in particular, the monitoring mechanism of the Work Plan and the initial idea of establishing a baseline from 2008 data during the 29th ASOD and utilisation of a Standardised Country Report Format. The endorsement of the ASOD Work Plan is a major milestone in the region’s endeavour to achieve a Drug-free ASEAN 2015. All Dialogue partners having consultations with the ASOD are notified of the endorsement of the ASOD Work Plan and are urged to base future cooperation activities through the various action lines contained in the endorsed Work Plan.
5. The Meeting also noted the progress report of the ASEAN-ROK Project on Knowledge Transfer on Narcotics Crime and endorsed Republic of Korea’s proposal for Indonesia to be the project country for its final stage in 2010. 
6.  The Meeting also noted that China, Japan, and ROK reiterated their support to regional cooperation in combating the drug menace as well as updating current trends of drug abuse and trafficking in East Asia. ASEAN Member States would be working closer with the Plus Three Countries to guide the prioritization of their cooperation with ASEAN, especially after the endorsement of the ASOD Work Plan. 

7. The Second ASOD+India Consultation were held on 1 October 2009 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The consultations exchanged views regarding the illicit flow of ketamine from India to the region and noted that the endorsement from India on the proposed ASEAN+India Workshop on Curbing the ATS threat would be officially communicated in due course. 
8. The First ASOD+Pakistan Consultations were held held on 1 October 2009 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. All parties see the benefit of continuing the consultations and forging better coordination and exchange of experiences, as Pakistan is a frontline in stemming the flow of opiates from the Golden Crescent region.  
ACCORD Mechanism
9. Recognizing that China plays an important role in combating illicit drugs, ASEAN together with China have established the ASEAN-China Cooperative Operations in Response to Dangerous Drugs (ACCORD). The ACCORD Plan of Action was initially developed to reduce the production of natural drugs such as opium and cannabis, especially in the Golden Triangle area. While the objective has been relatively achieved through drastic reduction of natural drugs production, the region is now facing increasing prevalence of production and trafficking of synthetic drugs such as amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) and ecstasy. In response to this grave development, the 2nd ACCORD Congress held in Beijing in September 2005 decided to revise the Plan of Action to adequately address the new challenges. 

10. Both the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) Work Plan and ACCORD Plan of Action contain priority pillars, i.e. preventive education/civic awareness, treatment and rehabilitation, law enforcement cooperation, research (ASOD), and alternative development programme. The latter was developed to reduce illicit crop production in the region, which yielded significant result as evidenced in Lao PDR’s success in achieving opium production-free in December 2005. The opium production in Myanmar was also notably reduced. These reports were confirmed by UNODC and the US’ Drugs Enforcement Agency (DEA) reports.

11. ACCORD has established a Working Group on Regional Joint Actions Against ATS-Related Crime which meets annually back-to-back with the ACCORD Task Force III Meeting on Law Enforcement Cooperation. The Working Group is a closed-door forum aimed at sharing information on activities and data of drug syndicates in the region and to follow-up on joint operations in combating illicit drugs in Southeast Asia and China. 

12. On future direction of the ACCORD, the Meeting continued the endeavour to sustain the ACCORD through self-reliance as UNODC’s F73 project ended.  Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam as participating countries have made recent contributions to the ACCORD Account.
13. The 8th Meeting of the ACCORD Task Force I and II was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 6-8 August 2009.  The Meeting of the 8th ACCORD Task Force III and IV were held in Singapore on 28-30 October 2009.
The Meetings noted the outcomes of the projects funded by the ACCORD account. and had discussions on the future of the ACCORD as presently the ACCORD is self-sustained by its Member Countries through voluntary contributions. The 7th ACCORD Joint Task Force Meeting held in Phnom Penh on 1 October 2009 decided that a special forum may need to decisively discuss the future of the ACCORD.
Cooperation with the Plus Three Countries (China, Japan and Republic of Korea
14. In an effort to strengthen extra-regional cooperation in combating illicit drugs, ASEAN also forged its cooperation with the Plus Three countries namely China, Japan and Republic of Korea. In this regard, SOMTC established its Working Group on Narcotics which is one and the same ASOD Working Group. The SOMTC + 3 Working Group on Narcotics convenes its annual meetings back-to-back with the annual ASOD Meeting.

15. The 5th SOMTC + 3 Working Group was held on 1 October 2009 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
16. Meeting also noted the progress report of the ASEAN-ROK Project on Knowledge Transfer on Narcotics Crime and endorsed Republic of Korea’s proposal for the Philippines to be the project country for its final stage in 2009. The Republic of Korea also informed the Meeting that ROK will initiate another project for 2010 – 2012 to include Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam and Myanmar as project countries. 
17.  China, Japan, and ROK reiterated their support to regional cooperation in combating the drug menace as well as updating current trends of drug abuse and trafficking in East Asia. ASEAN Member States would be working closer with the Plus Three Countries to guide the prioritization of their cooperation with ASEAN. 

Activities in Combating Illicit Drugs (2008 – 2009)
18. On 28 November – 7 December 2008, a Basic Training Course on Investigation in Anti-Drug Money Laundering for ASEAN Law Enforcement Officials: phase II was conducted in Singapore. The training was sponsored by Japan and conducted by CNB Singapore for over 30 police officers from all ASEAN Member States.

19. On 24 – 30 March 2008, a training workshop for Youth Leaders on Social Development and Drug Abuse Prevention was conducted in Chiang Rai and Bangkok for 50 Youth Leaders from ASEAN Member States and China on drug abuse prevention measures and strategies. The training was funded by the ACCORD Fund and implemented by ONCB of Thailand.
20. A training workshop on Centre-based Drug Treatment and Rehabilitation Model for drug control officials from 11 ACCORD Member States was conducted in Ho Chi Ming City on 9 – 10 April 2008. The training was conducted by SODC of Viet Nam under funding support from ACCORD Account.
21. Study Visit on ATS Treatment in Thailand was conducted by ONCB Thailand and drug control officials from 11 ACCORD Member States participated in visits to Bangkok and Nakhon Ratchasima on 10 February 2009 and was funded by the ACCORD Account.
22. Workshop on the ASEAN Work Plan on Combating Illicit Drug Manufacturing, Trafficking and Abuse was conducted by SODC Viet Nam and was held in Ha Noi on 29 June-2july 2009 and managed to finalise the draft text of the “ASEAN Workplan to Combat Illicit Drug Production, Trafficking and Use (2009-2015)” which was later submitted and endorsed by the 30th ASOD held in Phnom Penh on 29-30 Spetember 2009. The Workshop was supported by the JAIF. 
---------------------------







PAGE  
2

