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Honorable MPs delegates, 

Distinguished guests,



Ladies and Gentlemen,

After nearly two active working days, with high sense of responsibility, the 7th Meeting of the AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace has fulfilled every item of the working agenda. 

We have listened to a consolidated report of the United Nations Office on Drugs Control (UNODC), country reports presented by AIPA members. All these provided food for thoughts to all AIPA member delegates and special observers through information and country experience sharing in order to propose practical measures to be taken. Efforts were also made around the table to adopt the AIFOCOM – 7 Resolution and Report to be submitted to AIPA – 31.         

Once again, we unanimously expressed our concern that drug has rolled back efforts towards sustainable development; constituted a root cause of crimes; eroded cultural and ethical values; been detrimental to families and slowed down social development. Drug is a major threat to young people, a direct HIV/AIDS transmission and infection means. This is not only social evil related to serious criminal offences but also a prominent menace to mankind since its consequences are unforeseeable.

Once again, we have emphasized that due to its high level of seriousness AIPA and AIFOCOM have made various resolutions and recommendations on drug prevention and combat in the region. However, due to many objective and subjective reasons, we have seen that effectiveness of AIFOCOM operations is still limited and the implementation of AIPA resolutions on drug prevention and combat is still behind schedule. Therefore coordination for implementation should be further strengthened.   

To effectively improve this situation and help AIPA member Parliaments make greater contributions to combating drug menace in the region, we agreed to adopt the Resolution of the 7th AIFOCOM Meeting. This Resolution affirms once again AIPA's proactive participation in building a drug-free ASEAN 2015, adoption of recommendations for finalization and harmonization of legal frameworks among AIPA's member countries and facilitation to Governments' Plans of Action for drug prevention and control at national and regional levels. Furthermore, specific recommendations were made to increase efficiency of the AIFOCOM and other AIPA's mechanisms. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your proactive participation and contributions indicated the common interest of AIPA member Parliaments in working out solutions to effectively response drug menace in each country and the region as a whole. The Resolution and Report to the Assembly as well as your recommendations laid an important foundation for leaders of member Parliaments and the Assembly to release substantial Resolutions on prevention and control of drug and its consequences, thus moving toward a drug-free ASEAN for regional countries' sustain growth and prosperity.
On behalf of the National Assembly of Viet Nam, I would like to sincerely thank all delegates, distinguished guests, AIPA Secretariat, representatives of international organizations and experts for your time and contributions to the Meeting. It is you that make our Meeting a successful one.

Last but not least, with the whole-hearted sentiment of the host country, we hope that you had a pleasant stay in Viet Nam. Please kindly forgive us for unexpected mistakes if any.

With that, I would like to declare our meeting close.

I wish you the best of health, happiness and every success.

Thank you very much and see you again. 
